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11.  (C)  POL  OFF  DISCUSSED  THE  GOI ' S ASSESSMENT  OF  UNIFIL  WITH 

GIUSEPPE  PERRONE,  THE  MFA'S  DESK  OFFICER  FOR  LEBANON  AND 
ISRAEL  AND  DEPUTY  DIRECTOR  FOR  THE  MIDDLE  EAST  OFFICE. 

PERRONE  SAID  THAT  THE  GOI  IS  PLEASED  WITH  UNIFIL  AND  ITS 
MISSION  SO  FAR.  GIVEN  THE  WITHDRAWAL  OF  ISRAEL  FROM  LEBANON 
IN  2000,  ITALY  AGREES  WITH  THE  UNSC  PLAN  OF  PROGRESSIVE 
REDUCTION  IN  UNIFIL  UNITS  REACHING  A FORCE  OF  2,000  UNITS  OF 
ALL  RANKS  BY  JULY  2002.  WHEREAS  THE  GOI  APPROVES  OF  A 
REASONABLE  REDUCTION  IN  UNIFIL  FORCES  TO  REFLECT  THE  PRESENT 
NEEDS,  IT  IS  AGAINST  THE  DISMANTLING  OF  UNIFIL.  UNIFIL 
SHOULD  CONTINUE  TO  MAINTAIN  A SUFFICIENT  FORCE  NOT  TO 
JEOPARDIZE  STABILITY  IN  THE  REGION,  STRESSED  PERRONE. 
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